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Future ministers with internships at local churches share faith stories
by Charlotte Ferrell Smith
Daily Mail staff


                        
                       



CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- Diane Kenaston was a preacher's kid. She never thought she'd be doing this.
Jeb Biddle intended to become an economics professor. Now he, too, finds himself on a very different path.     

Just like law firms, businesses and government agencies, some local churches take on summer interns. Kenaston and Biddle, who are working at Charleston churches, are two examples. 

Kenaston, 23, arrived at Christ Church United Methodist in May and will stay through August. She earned an undergraduate degree from the University of Richmond in Spanish and international studies and is now enrolled in the master's of divinity program at Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, Ga. 

Biddle, 24, is also here for the summer as he serves Emmanuel Baptist on Charleston's West Side. He earned an undergraduate degree in economics from Harvard and is now working on a master's of divinity at Trinity Evangelical in Michigan.

They receive stipends from the individual churches they are serving this summer as they put into practice what they have learned in the classroom. While pastoral interns have been around for many years, each has a fresh and personal story regarding the calling to serve God.

"I never wanted to be a pastor because my father was a pastor," Kenaston said. "I've seen the beautiful and the ugly sides of the church."

In high school she served as chair of the conference council on youth ministry. 

"I had a vision where I heard Jesus turn and say, 'I want you.' As I got older, I wondered if there was a larger calling on my life."

Kenaston, a native of Vienna, has gone on mission trips to Nicaragua and once considered becoming a foreign services officer. While studying in Spain, she told a friend that she felt called to the ministry. As soon as she said those words aloud, she knew they were true.

Last summer she served an internship at Lewisburg United Methodist where her father, the Rev. Joe Kenaston, is now pastor. He served Christ Church when his daughter was in preschool.   

This summer at Christ Church, she is working with the youth, occasionally preaching, and sometimes accompanying the ministerial staff on visitation. She is assisting Barbara Carpenter, youth director; the Rev. Harley Scalf, associate pastor; and the Rev. Randy Flanagan, lead pastor. 

"It's a great learning experience for me," she said. "I hope I can contribute to the church as much as they are giving me."

Her passions are mission work, social justice, and women's issues. Her interests include singing, reading, camping and kayaking.

Biddle, who grew up in Michigan, is serving Emmanuel Baptist on Charleston's West Side.
"My mother grew up in this church, and I came here with her about twice a year," said Biddle, who is assisting the Rev. Ron Stoner. "It's a learning experience. I follow Ron around and help him do what he does. It has been enjoyable and valuable. I couldn't be happier."

His duties have ranged from working with the youth and leading Bible studies to preaching and singing.

At one time, he intended to become an economics professor but later was led to invest his energies into helping people face challenges. While he is now in seminary, he isn't sure whether he will become a pastor or a professor teaching the history of Christian thought.

"God has given me a love for teaching and learning and a concern for helping people to learn the Bible and use it in the world," he said. 

His hobbies include reading, target shooting, piano playing, canoeing and racquet games.

"He has lots of talents," Stoner said. 

While managing an intern can be time-consuming, Stoner says Biddle has been helpful and Stoner has enjoyed seeing him experience ministry in a way that does not happen in an academic setting.

The Rev. Richard Mahan of St. Timothy Lutheran is looking forward to the arrival of intern Mark Lund.

Lund, 24, will arrive in August and stay for a full year as he serves St. Timothy Lutheran. He earned an undergraduate degree in cultural anthropology from Minnesota State University Moorhead and is now enrolled in the master of divinity program at Luther Seminary in St. Paul.

Lund, a native of Minnesota, felt called to the ministry during his senior year in college when he became involved in Campus Crusade for Christ. His parents, who are now retired, were educators. His grandfather was a Lutheran minister. 

His master's program requires three years of full-time course work plus a year's internship.

While searching through the list of available internships, he was drawn to St. Timothy with its bold mission statement of leading people to Jesus Christ and teaching the gospel.

Among his duties at St. Timothy will be preaching three times a month at various services, visiting members of the congregation, and reaching out to those in need in the community. He also brings his musical talents. He plays drums, guitar, saxophone, piano and viola.

His hobbies include basketball, tennis, biking, hiking, and kayaking. He is also a movie buff.
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Jeb Biddle is working as a pastoral intern this summer at Emmanuel Baptist Church where his duties range from leading Bible studies and working with youth to playing piano and preaching.











Pastoral intern Diane Kenaston talks with youth director Barbara Carpenter  at Christ Church United Methodist where she will spend the summer performing a wide variety of church duties.





Mark Lund, 24, is  a pastoral intern   at  St. Timothy Lutheran church.








