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Faith, justice and unity

Revival revitalizes the past, renews the present and

transforms the future

he Faith, Justice and Unity
TRevival that was held by St. John

Lutheran Church, Harpers Ferry,
W.Va., on Dec. 4-6, highlighted the
historical importance of religion in
the Civil War, as well as the impact
that faith played in Civil War events
and movements.

The focus of this historic, ecumen-
ical revival was to revitalize our past,
renew our present and transform our
future as St. John and as a nation.

During the two historical periods
of the “Great Awakenings” in our
country, Christians attended revivals.
These powerful faith gatherings led
many to Jesus Christ and to personal

transformations in their lives.

These spiritual transformations
led followers of Christ to collectively
transform the country and ultimately
the world. Revivals called people
into action of faith, justice and unity
to do God’s will.

With these coming years being the
150th anniversary of the American
Civil War, any discussions must take
into account the issue of slavery as
the underlying cause of the war. The
debates over slavery were frequently
couched in religious language. The
Second Great Awakening of the early
19th century renewed interest in mat-
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he rural

town of
Point Pleasant,
W.Va., is one
whose life-
blood used to
be the Ohio and
Kanawha riv-
ers. Riverboats,
steamboats and
passenger boats
were a way of
life. In 2010, life can still be seen on
these rivers, but not in the volume
that once was.

St. Peter’s Lutheran wanted to
add some life to its aging congre-
gation. Its pastor, the Rev. Sherrie

Bulletin for the
Rivers of Life wor-
ship service.
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Rivers of Life revival

Event adds life to aging congregation

Hofmann, convinced members that,
with the help of St. Timothy Lutheran
Church’s praise band and its pastor,
St. Peter’s could pull off a revival.
With the use of an ELCA grant pro-
vided to each synod by Presiding
Bishop Mark S. Hanson, St. Peter’s
was able to offer its members and
community “a time for Uplifting and
Refreshing our Souls.”

On Nov. 13-14, 2009, the praise
band from St. Timothy, Charleston,
W.Va., played and sang uplifting
Christian contemporary music.

Each night the Rev. Richard
Mabhan served as the worship leader
and the Rev. Timothy Graham from
the Indiana-Kentucky Synod served

as the ELCA revivalist.

Graham made use of the river
theme by preaching about commu- §
nion on Friday night and then on bap-
tism Saturday night.

Bishop Ralph Dunkin of the West
Virginia-Western Maryland Synod
served as the preacher on Sunday,
making use of “The River of Life”
theme as portrayed in the book of
Revelation.

Daily meals were prepared prior
to worship with the local boy scout
troop assisting with parking. []

Submitted by the Rev. Ralph W. Dunkin, West
Virginia-Western Maryland Synod bishop.
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